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Swalm re-elected

At a giance
Republican incumbent wins despite
Demacratic climate
Holly Cook
Ihcook@ccnewspapers.com

Despite the fact that Arapahoe
County has more registered Demo-
cratic voters, and Barack Obama
won the county, Republicans held
their own in some state Senate and
House races.

in the state House District 37
race, Republican incumbent
Spencer Swalm was re-elected.

Swalm received 51 percent of the
vote against Democratic candidate
Diana Holland.

“I won by a bigger margin than I
did last time,” Swalm said. “If the
third-party candidate hadn’t been
there, I think it would be signifi-

cantly larger. And obvi-

ously I have the advan- |/ 'LI'.'

tage of incumbency, i
which counts for some- |
thing!”

In 2006, Swalm beat |
Democratic opponent | -
Angela Engel by only a
1.8 percent margin, few-
er than 800 votes.

Although Swalm at-
tributes his victory, in part to in-
cumbency, other prominent Re-
publicans fared differently.

“It's not just a cinch because
you're an incumbent,” Swalm said.
“There were a lot of Republican in-
cumbents, including Carolyn Mus-
grave, who lost”

Despite those losses, the Repub-
lican Party did pick up two seats.

Swalm said he also was pleased
with voters’ decision to “rebuke

%] Gov. Ritter's scheme to
1 raise energy taxes.”

“People spoke pretty
clearly that they're not
interested in higher tax-
es/ he said. “If the
Democrats at the nation-
al level govern on plat-
form that they ran on, I
don't think it will be very
popular here in Col-
orado. It doesn’t look like there’s a
great appetite in this state for higher
taxes.”

Swalm, a longtime champion for
affordable  health  insurance,
worked to reform health care in his
first two years in the state Legisla
ture, :

With a new administration com-
ing on board in January, Swalm is

anxious to see how Barack
Obama will progress on his
own plans for health care re-
form.

“I think [health care] is one
of those areas where I think it
would be easy to overreach,”
Swalm said. “Fifty percent of
all money that goes through
our health care systems s ei-
ther in veterans programs,
Medicare of Medicaid. With
both of those you see people
rationing it. A lot of peaple
aren’t on to that”

Swalm was elected to the
House i 2006 and serves on
both the House Health and
Human Services Committee
and the House Transporta-
tion and Energy Committee.

Holland did not return
phone calls for comment.

For Republican incumbent
Nancy Spence, the state Sen-
ate District 27 race was what
Swalm might call “a cinch”

By 12145 am. Nov. 5,
Spence had captured 58 per-
cent (46,915) of the vote.
Democratic opponent
Nathan Wilkes had 42 per-
cent (33,762).

“It’s an honor to represent
the 27th Senate District —
which includes portions of
Arapahoe County from Deer
Trail on the east through
Greenwood Village on the
west,” Spence said.

Nathan Wilkes did not re-
turn phone calls for com-
ment.
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